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Ref#: 2074087 - Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage Feb 6 - 16 2023 Group A 

Ref#: 2074088 - Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage Feb 20-02 March 2023 Group B 

 
Travel Agency - Gate 1 Travel 

455 Maryland Drive  

Fort Washington PA 19034  

1.215.572.7676 

 

Kathy Pluas 

1.215.572.7676 ext. 1186  

FAX 215.886.2228  

kpluas@gate1travel.com 

 

Roberta Yesowitch 

1.215.572.7676 ext. 1146  

FAX 215.886.2228  

royesowitch@gate1travel.com 

 

Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage 

National Chairman & Registrar for all registration, passport, & financial issues. 

Emmett Mills, Jr. 

1713 Betrillo Ct 

The Villages, Florida 32162  USA 

cuaewm@aol.com 

248.217.7132 

 
Pilgrimage Host & Travel Coordinator for travel tips,  

itinerary insights, and general information updates. 

Duane Kemerley 

134 Rivers Edge Lane 

Upper Sandusky OH 433351 

DKemerley@gmail.com 

567.376.9741 

 
 
There are a couple of points that need to be made significantly clear as we 
prepare for each pilgrimage. 
 
Contracted international group travel is not like traveling on your own as an 
individual or family.  The Knights Templar national committee has a contract with 
our travel agency – Gate 1 Travel.  They in turn have contracts/reservations with 
the airlines, hotels, land transportation, etc.  These contracts have required 
deadlines far more in advance than personal individual travel.  We are required 
to make initial payments of $420 per person 150 days prior to departure 
(September). That’s five months in advance.  We are required to make full final 

mailto:kpluas@gate1travel.com
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mailto:cuaewm@aol.com
tel:2482177132
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payments 90 day in advance of our departure date (early or mid November).  
Yes, that’s three full months. 
Participants in the Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage for Christian Ministers 
are sponsored by local Commanderies of Knights Templar, individual Knights 
Templar, or State Knight Templar Committees.  These Knight Templar entities 
commit thousands of dollars to send ministers on a study pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land.  On their Nomination Forms (just above their signature) the pilgrim 
ministers agree that, “I commit to clearing my personal calendar and making 
the necessary arrangements with the church to facilitate my full 
participation and travel with the Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage if 
selected.”  Further, each pilgrim minister signs the CERTIFICATE OF 
AGREEMENT OF GIFT BETWEEN THE HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE, INC.  
AND PILGRIM MINISTER which outlines the details of the pilgrimage.  We 
work with the understanding that the Christian Ministers participating in this 
program are men and women of good character, integrity, and true to their word. 
In addition, each State Committee and Grand Recorder signs an agreement 
stating: ‘It is understood that fees may not be transferable, so that if your pilgrim 
does not travel at the reserved time, the sponsoring Grand Commandery may 
lose any money already spent on travel reservations and arrangements or there 
may be additional fees.’ 
The following is a general schedule for penalties if Pilgrim ministers drop out 
within these time parameters.  
Prior to Departure Penalty Fees 
Up to 91 days Prior: $420 per person 
90 to 61 days Prior: 50% of land cost & 100% air cost 
60 to 31 days Prior: 75% of land cost & 100% air cost 
30 days or less/ no-show: 100% of cost 
 

 
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS AND PREPARATION 
 
To obtain maximum benefits from the program, you should be in good physical 
and mental health, able and willing to actively participate in walking tours, group 
events, motor coach trips and boat rides.  During your pilgrimage, there will be 
much walking, numerous stairs to climb and many sites to explore.  There will 
be 5 -7 miles of walking many days, often uphill or up/down steps/inclines and on 
uneven surfaces with an overall total of 50 – 60 miles in a nine-day period. We 
suggest preparing yourself by beginning a program of walking.  Check with your 
doctor for medical advice pertinent to the appropriateness of this trip for you and 
your overall health.  If this is a concern to you or your primary care physician, you 
should reconsider your participation. 

 
 
See our website for more information:  www.kthlp.com 
 

www.kthlp.com
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Whom to contact for what -- Our team around the year 
 
Emmett Mills, Jr., Grand Encampment Chairman for the Knights Templar 
Holy Land Pilgrimage Programs and Registrar 
Emmett Mills, Jr., Volunteer 
1713 Betrillo Ct., The Villiages FL 32162 
248.217.7132 Mobile and Text 
cuaewm@aol.com 
Receives, records and manages all Registrations, Certifications, Nomination 
forms, payments, passport information, etc. Handles all contract arrangements 
with Gate 1 Travel. All individual contact information, financial, flight, 
and passport details and arrangements go through Emmett. 
 
Duane Kemerley, Pilgrimage Host Coordinator 
Rev. Duane Kemerley, Volunteer 
134 Rivers Edge Lane, Upper Sandusky  OH  43351 
567.376.9741 Mobile and Text 
DKemerley@gmail.com 
Coordinates on the ground / in country travel details and group communications, 
supervises itinerary development and adaptations, shares information about 
travel details via emails, website, and other resources. Often serves as an 
accompanying travel host and trains and schedules additional travel hosts for 
each pilgrimage. 
 
Kathy Pluas, Group Tour Representative with Gate 1 Travel 
Gate 1 Travel 
kpluas@gate1travel.com 

Phone: Phone: 1-800-682-3333 Ext. 1186 

gate1travel.com 
Manages our contract with Gate 1 Travel, assists with any special needs in 
reference to flights, etc. She will help with any international flight arrangements 
and needs.  Our travel documents will come from Kathy about three weeks 
before departure. 
 
Roberta Yesowitch, Travel Agent 
Group Tour Representative with Gate 1 Travel 
royesowitch@gate1travel.com 
Phone: Phone: 1-800-682-3333 Ext. 1146 
Fax: 215-886-2228 
gate1travel.com 
Long time Pilgrimage planner and initial contracts.  
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PASSPORT – apply immediately 
 
If you do not have a current passport, you will need to apply for one as soon as 
you are notified of your selection as a pilgrim minister.  We will not be able to 
process your travel documents without a current passport number and expiration 
date.  If you are slow to provide that information, you will hold up the travel 
documents for the entire group.  You don’t want to be ‘that one.’  ALSO, your 
current passport needs to be valid for six months after the date of your return 
from the pilgrimage. If it is not, you will need to apply for a passport renewal. 
 
You will not always carry your passport with you when touring in Israel.  Do carry 
a black and white copy of the lead page with the numbers or at least write down 
the passport number and have the number with you.  If you are renewing your 
passport your new passport will have a new number.  Please make sure the 
Knights Templar Registrar (Emmett Mills) has your current passport number. 
 
 

Points to Ponder - WALKING 
 
HEALTH REQUIREMENTS AND PREPARATION 
 

To obtain maximum benefits from the program, you should be in good physical 
and mental health, able and willing to actively participate in group events, motor 
coach trips and boat rides.  During your pilgrimage, there will be much walking, 
numerous stairs to ascend /descend, hills to climb, uneven surfaces and 
non-paved walkways, and many challenging sites to explore.  Some days will 
average as much as five to seven miles of walking with a total of 50 – 60 miles 
during the days of the pilgrimage.  We suggest preparing yourself by beginning a 
program of walking.  Check with your doctor for medical advice pertinent to the 
trip and your health.  If you have environmental allergies, take medications that 
you would normally need in the spring. 
 
I often go to my local facility and do a minimum of 1.5  - 2.5 miles on the treadmill 
at an incline, non-stop, in preparation for the pilgrimage in addition to any other 
workout routine.  I do this multiple times each week in addition to any other 
exercise.  In the weeks left, you can increase your walking stamina if your kick it 
in gear with at least 30 minutes of brisk walking and doing so as many times a 
week as you can. 
 
It is truly unfortunate when members of the group cannot keep up or need to stay 
on the bus –  because they lose out on some of the material at some sites or the 
whole group is held up and has less time at important sites. 
 
Do your best to be in the optimum shape you can so that you and the whole 
group can receive the full benefits of this opportunity. 
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Points to Ponder - DIABETES 
 
If you are diabetic, I have GOOD NEWS and GOOD NEWS. 
 
Good News #1 -  You will be amazed at how well your numbers run while we are 
on the pilgrimage.  We will be doing ample walking each day and your blood 
glucose readings will almost surely be some of the best you have had in some 
time. 
 
Good News #2 -  All of the hotels in which we will be staying generally have small 
refrigerators in the guest rooms.  If a room would not, someone nearby in the 
group will have one.  This makes it quite easy to manage your insulin or other 
medications, if needed. 
 
As you travel, you will need to have a letter of medical necessity from your 
Doctor with you to make it possible for you to have needles, lancets, and other 
injection supplies with you in your carry-luggage.  We do not need a copy of your 
letter of medical necessity, it is for you to carry with you. 
 
As you have been informed previously by your doctor (I would assume) foot care 
and appropriate walking shoes will be especially important to you.  Make sure 
you are well prepared to keep your main transportation in good shape. 
 
 
 
FLIGHTS 
  
Your domestic flights are to be handled by your sponsoring state committee, your 
local Commandery of Knights Templar, or yourself (this is different from state to 
state).  For clarification, contact the person who nominated you or the person 
who is your contact from your state.  The Grand Encampment Committee does 
not arrange your domestic flights.  Neither Emmett Mills nor I will be handling 
your domestic flights (unless you are from Ohio). Gate 1 Travel will NOT be 
making domestic flight arrangements.  Be certain that you take the listed time 
factors into consideration when making domestic flights to and from our 
departure airport. 
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LUGGAGE 
 
You will be allowed one checked bag, one carry-on bag, and a small personal 
item (purse, laptop, etc.).  Please pack lightly and check with the current 
regulations as to weight restrictions for luggage (checked bag = 50 pound limit 
(many suggest keeping it at 48 or less just to be sure), carry-on bag = 17 pound 
limit).  Wheeled luggage is encouraged for both your checked bag and carry-on 
bag. 
 
Any carry-on piece which does not fit under the seat or in the overhead 
compartment will be placed in the cargo hold with the checked luggage.  The use 
of garment bags is not recommended. 
 
NOTE:  Your hand luggage (carry-on) is your responsibility.   
 
All bags must be clearly marked with your name (and only YOUR name) and 
address if you choose) as well as with any identification given to you by your tour 
host or guide for that purpose.  I will be mailing you a yellow tag to add to 
whatever identification you have on your luggage. 
 
Do not allow your bags to be checked in beyond our departure Airport).  
You will need to collect ALL your luggage at the end of your domestic flight and 
take it to the EL AL check-in desks.  If transferring between airports, please leave 
ample time.  In previous years some have not followed our instructions.  Some 
have waited up to five days to receive their luggage, some never received their 
luggage at all during the pilgrimage.  This is a problem you don’t want to have. 
 
 
POINTS TO PONDER 
 
Hats and Sunscreen – both are important to bring and use. 
 
Especially for those of us who are getting thin on top (hair that is) and for those 
who live in climates where we are not getting much sun this time of year – do 
consider bringing a cap and some sunscreen.  Many of our previous pilgrims 
have been surprised by the sunburn they have gotten this time of year.  While a 
sunburn is nothing major, it is certainly an unnecessary distraction on a busy  
pilgrimage such as this.  
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POINTS TO PONDER: Being un-tethered. 
 
You cannot actively pastor a church from a third of the way around the globe. 
While email, text messages, and cell phones do make international 
communication much easier than in years past, it is important that these useful 
tools do not fool you into thinking that you can be in touch with the day to day 
needs of the congregation you serve. 
 
The Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage is a Biblical study and historical / 
cultural immersion experience.  To get the most benefit from this program, you 
need to be fully present and participating in each day’s travels, tours, lectures 
and presentations.  You will do well to leave your local leadership team 
empowered to keep the church in order for the eleven days of your pilgrimage 
(and the week before and several days of rest afterward).  Connect with area 
clergy to assist in covering any necessary pastoral duties. 
 
Limit calls, text messages, and emails to mornings before the tour begins, 
evenings after we return to the hotel, and rare, discrete breaks in the daily 
program.  Cells phones, etc. should be out of use during our travels and touring 
(7:45 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Israel time) each day except for their use as a camera, for 
notes, Bibles, etc. that apply to the pilgrimage experience.  The use of any 
electronic / communication equipment should not overshadow or interfere with 
the study, learning, and formation purposes of the pilgrimage.  It is your task to 
absorb as much of the active experience as possible without distraction. 
 
This is a time to be away for your own personal, professional and spiritual growth 
and development.  In the long run, those you serve will benefit most if you allow 
yourself to be completely engaged in this adventure.  Someone has paid for you 
to have this experience.  Be a good steward of their resources. 
 
Contingency Plans:  It is important that you have contingency plans in place at 
home and in the local church beginning at least the week BEFORE you leave 
and including several days AFTER your return.  In the past, we have had 
pilgrim ministers cancel out at the last minute because of something that came 
up (funeral or illness of parishioner) in the several days before departure. Those 
days need to be treated as if you are already gone.  In several cases this meant 
the forfeiture of all the money that had been paid for flights, guaranteed hotel 
reservations, etc.  Do not jeopardize your participation by not having appropriate 
backup and contingency plans in place.  Make sure your local church leadership 
and family understand this ahead of time. 
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POINTS TO PONDER: Name tags and Group Luggage Tags 
 
When we arrive in Tel Aviv, you will receive a group lanyard and Name Tag. 
 
In addition to the regular luggage tags you should have secured on your checked 
and carry on luggage, I will send you (via snail mail, that means the United 
States Postal Service, i.e. regular mail) bright yellow tags. Please put one on 
your carry on piece and one on your checked bag.  This tag will designate that 
this piece of luggage is with our group and will help identify it to other pilgrims.  I 
secure mine with a zip-tie or other strap as you choose. (Small cable ties are 
available at WalMart in the Small Electrical section.) 
 
There is a box on the tag label where you can put your name.  Some people 
choose not to include address, etc. for security reasons.  That will be your call.   
 
In addition to marking your bags as a part of our group, these tags will be used at 
each hotel to place stickers with your room number on it at check in. The staff will 
effectively get your bag(s) to your room that way and retrieve them in the 
mornings when appropriate. 
 
 
 
POINTS TO PONDER:  Luggage Information for your departure day. 
 
For security purposes, it is necessary that you present yourself with your 
passport, your travel documents, and all of your luggage for check-in at EL AL.  
DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CHECK YOU BAG THROUGH TO ISRAEL BY WAY OF 
YOUR DOMESTIC CARRIER (no matter what they tell you).   
 
I understand that this may make it necessary for you to pay a luggage fee for 
your domestic flights, but that is fairly standard on domestic flights these days 
anyway.  In the past, those who have attempted to check their luggage through 
to Israel have gone as many as five days or so WITHOUT their luggage.  One 
year, a pilgrim who attempted to check his luggage through to Tel Aviv did not 
receive his checked luggage the entire trip.  Carrying your checked bag from 
your domestic flight to your EL AL check-in will make it much more likely that you 
have your luggage with you. 
 
Once you arrive at our departure airport via your domestic flight, retrieve your 
checked bag from your domestic airline. When you are ready proceed to the 
EL AL check-in with your bag to be checked and your carry-on bag.  Your hosts 
will meet you at the that area. More information on that to come. 
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POINTS TO PONDER:  Countdown Checklist 
 
This is a list of items that you may want to address EARLY as we enter the 
weeks before our departure. (Especially during the last two weeks.) 
 
Countdown Weeks List: 
 

 Contact your credit card companies and alert them that you will be 
traveling in Israel Feb. 6 - 16, 2023 (Group A) or Feb. 20 – March 20, 
2023 (Group B).  (This is only for that card / those cards you may attempt 
to use during the pilgrimage). 

 

 Sort, count, and package any prescriptions or other important medications 
you intend to take on the pilgrimage. 

 

 Do a ‘practice packing’ and weigh your bags to see if you are keeping 
things inside the guidelines with a margin for error. 
 

 Attach the yellow luggage tags (which will come to you via regular mail 
from me) to your checked bag and your carry-on bag (in addition to your 
own tags). 

 

 Make sure you have a full list of contingency plans in place for needs that 
may arise at the church while you are gone beginning the week before you 
depart and continuing for a few days after your return. 

 

 Review the briefing notes that you received in an earlier email and are re-
attached here. 

 

 Obtain the cash, etc.  that you intend to carry during the pilgrimage. 
(There is no need to do any currency exchange before you travel.) 

 

 Make sure you have adequate memory cards and batteries (charger) for 
your camera. 
 

 If you use apps on a smart phone, do consider downloading ‘Mobile 
Passport’ (free). It will streamline your re-entry into the US upon your 
return.  VERY worth the effort. 
 

 If you have Verizon Wireless, you may want to check out TRAVEL PASS. 
Verizon International Travel Information (800) 922-0204. 

 

 Make copies of your tentative itinerary (the version I sent you) to leave 
with family, friends, and associates. 
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 Clear your calendar for the first couple of days after you return.  IF you are 
going to lead worship that following Sunday, it should be the first thing you 
attempt to do. 

 

 Review the briefing notes that you received in an earlier email and are re-
attached here. 

 

 Increase your walking as much as you can. 
 

 Start going to bed earlier so you are getting plenty of rest prior to this 
challenging adventure, really! 

 

 Make a plan for how you are going to handle and travel with your money, 
credit cards, travel documents, passport, etc.  Pouches, packets, etc. 

 

 Plan on keeping a log of what you purchase and how much you pay for 
each item.  This will be essential in several ways during the pilgrimage. 
 

 Consider keeping a basic journal of the main points of each day.  We have 
a very aggressive daily itinerary.  After a day or two the memory becomes 
very fuzzy. 

 

 Review the briefing notes that you received in an earlier email and are re-
attached here. 

 

 Prepare yourself to be a positive, helpful, and cooperative group member, 
realizing that you will not be in charge for the eleven days of this 
pilgrimage. 
 

 Prepare to be attentive to instructions and be ready to respond promptly 
as needed. 

 

 Obtain ear plugs if you may be disturbed by snoring, noise on the flight, 
city noises, or roommate snoring, etc. 
 

 Understand that it will not serve you well to wait till the last minute (or 
days) to accomplish these tasks. 

 

 My personal additions to my closing weeks’ list (for you to add your own 
items) –  
 

 - 
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A useful tidbit of information. 
 
For registration, ticketing and security identification purposes, it is necessary that 
we work with your official, legal, full passport name.  As a result, our lists, name 
tags, hotel reservations etc. will have your official, legal, full passport name. That 
is what we need to use for our program.  You may add your nickname to you 
name tag (you will get that on the bus in Israel) yellow luggage tag, etc. We are 
not in a position to keep a double set of information with nicknames, shortened 
names, etc. 
 
 
Notetaking, Facebook, Uber/Gett 
 
Some of our clergy brothers and sisters are voracious note takers.  While on this 
pilgrimage it is useful to take some notes and keep track of special points along 
the way, your expenditures, and other vital details.  BUT, you might want to 
restrain yourself from trying to keep up with Ezra (our professional tour 
guide/manager).  He will share many volumes of information and data with us.  
Dates, places, historical timelines, etc. be found online and elsewhere quite 
easily.  At the end of the pilgrimage, you will receive a ‘Site Sequence List’ with 
every site listed in the order we actually visited them with a correct spelling.  Only 
jot down unique thoughts and details that help link things together.  It will not 
serve you well to have your head down writing in a journal for the many hours we 
will be at sites.  Be prepared to fully experience where you are and what is 
around you (and who).   
 
We do have a ‘Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage’ Facebook group.  Feel 
free to request to join.  This will be a good place to share your BEST pictures, not 
all of your pictures. 
 
If you have the occasion to need a taxi service for a personal or small group 
excursion on your free time, do consider UBER or GETT.   
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Bits and Pieces 
 
There will be an opportunity to have Baptismal Renewal in the Jordan River at 
Yardenit while we are in the Galilee.  There will also be a time to take a dip in the 
salty waters of the Dead Sea on the next to the last day.  If you might want to 
take advantage of either of these special moments, do pack some sort of swim 
wear. You may also consider swim shoes though not at all required.  There are 
thin baptismal robes and towels available at Yardenit for a fee of $10 – 12 I think 
(and a changing room and hot showers).  You will be welcome to use a towel 
from the hotel for the day near the Dead Sea (where there will also be a 
changing room and showers). Do consider both of these possibilities.  It’s truly a 
once in a lifetime opportunity. 
 
Other possible / optional expenses: 
 
You will have the chance purchase or to order a Holy Land Pilgrimage Cap (sand 
colored / tan) with Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage Logo embroidered on 
the front. $20 if purchased while we are on the trip, $25 if ordered and to be 
mailed.   
 
We may have a guest speaker one evening who is a Christian Pastor serving as 
a pastor of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in the Old City.  Is it customary 
to collect an offering for one of the initiatives he represents as a response to his 
presentation.  Please be generous. 
 
Near the end of the pilgrimage, we will send around a set of envelopes to collect 
an honorarium for both our Guide and our Bus Driver.  Both of these are highly 
skilled professionals, and you will have grown to appreciate their care and 
expertise.  A standard gratuity is included in the tour package so this is a sort of 
an appreciation / love offering for these two very special individuals.  Please be 
generous. 
 
In the past some have made a donation to plant a tree in honor of or in memory 
of some individual or group.  This is now done online.  You will receive a very 
nice certificate for framing or presentation.  Here is the link: 
https://shop.jnf.org/collections/plant-trees 
 
There will be ample opportunities for souvenir and personal shopping along the 
way.  Only you can know what you will want to do on this front. 
 
Remember, these things are optional, but many in the past have expressed a 
wish that they had known ahead of time.   You know ahead of time.  
 
The anticipation builds . . . 
 
 

https://shop.jnf.org/collections/plant-trees

